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SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN/DOMINICAN REPUBLIC SHIPPING RELATIONS 
REF: SANTO DOMINGO 2992 

1. RE PARA 3 REFTEL, VENEZUELAN STATE-OWNED SHIPPING 
LINE AT PRESENT HAS NO REPEAT NO BULK CARRIER VESSELS; LIKEWISE, 
IT HAS NO DRY CARGO OR ANY OTHER SHIPS BUILT IN JAPAN. 
VENEZUELANS LAST YEAR ACQUIRED TWO 22,000 TON ITALIAN- 
BUILT TANKERS BUT THESE WOULD NOT BE USEFUL FOR 
SHIPMENTS SUCH AS SUGAR AND BAUXITE, UNLESS MAJOR ARRANGE- 
MENTS WERE MADE FOR HANDLING GEAR. 
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